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npooeypévn and kdfe dnoyn éxSoon tou Afpou Xouidag yia v Apyaia Amtépa anotelel éva
Onpavtko 10T0pIKS AeUKwa, oto onoio napouotdfovtar GAeg o1 muyég g AKpwe evolapépou-
oag 1otopiag Tou tomnou.
H nold xai Soudeid nou éyive and dAoug toug ouvieAeoTtég, pe okond Ty mAnpéotepn mpo-
BoAn tou onpavukoy autoy pvnpeiou eivar d§ia enaivou.
Méoa anéd gpwtoypapieg mAnpws TEKPNPIOPEVES, TA Keljieva apyelakoy UAIKOU Ip@tdTuna Keljie-
va, Setuiyetat n 1otopia g Apyaiag Amtépag mou avarrtyooetal Oe Jid Oelpd evviA EVOTITWY .
O avayvoomng Eevayeitar kai avtdel noAveninedeg kar noAunoikiieg mAnpo@opieg yia v 1otopia g Antépag kar mv
onpavukn oupPoin g oto yiyveobar g Kpnng .
Y10 Siydwooo Aevkwpa avadelkvietal éva povadikd pvnpeio 10topiag, MOATIGPOU Kal €MOTPOVIKOY evOla@épovtog mou
npofdiel v moAruopiki kKAnpovopd kai pag taidever oe dyvaoteg muyég g 1otopiag mg apyaiag Amtépag,
M'" auté 1o épyo napovoidletal évag povadikdg tonog, nou Eunvd npwtdyvwpa ouvaiobipata otov emokémntn, o onoiog,
nepidiaBaivovtag tov apyaioroyikd yopo péow tng ékdoong autic, ta&ideder mpaypatkd mow oto ypovo, e&epeuvdviag,
avakaytrtovtag, viobovtag 6u nepnatd avapeoa otoug Servoug to&dteg kai nodepiotég Amepaioud.
Oédw va ouyyapad tov Anpo 2otdag kat dAoug nou cuvetEieoav oto va napouotaotel auti n 1diarépa npooeypévn kat
tekpnpiopévn ékdoon kai va SiaPefaidow du n [epipépeia Kpritng ompiler tétolou eidoug npoondBeieg tig onoieg kai

ypnparodotel oupPdiroviag anogaoiotkd omy neparttpw avddein wv pvnpeiwv tou wnou pag.

Yepacpeip Tobkag
['.T".Ilepipéperag Kpntng



he fine edition, in every respect, of the Municipality of Souda on Ancient Aptera constitutes an
important historic book that illustrates all aspects of the area's particularly interesting history.
The excellent work carried out by all parties involved, aiming at the thorough presentation of this
important monument is worthy of praise.
The history of Ancient Aptera unfolds through well-documented photographs, texts of archive
material, original texts, divided in a series of nine chapters.
The reader is guided through and draws multilevel and multifold information on the history of
Aptera and its important contribution to the future of Crete.
The bilingual book features a unique, scientifically interesting historical and cultural monument, which promotes our
cultural heritage and travels us through unknown aspects of the history of Ancient Aptera.
Through this work, a unique place is presented, that has an unprecedented effect on the visitor, who, rambling in the
archaeological site, by means of this edition, actually travels back in time, exploring, discovering, feeling that he walks
among the highly skilled Apteraian archers and warriors.
I would like to congratulate the Municipality of Souda and all those, who contributed in presenting this especially fine
and well-documented edition and I would like to promise that the Region of Crete Authorities support and finance such

efforts, decisively contributing in further highlighting the monuments of our land.

Serafim Tsokas

Secretary General, Region of Crete
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fa and ug onpavuxdtepeg apyaieg néAeig - kpdtn g Kpime, n Antépa, anotedei povadikd yopo
1010piag, MOAUOPOU KAl EMIOTNHOVIKOU eVO1aQEPOVTOG.
H puixpn [Topnnia g Kpawmg, 6nwg v éyouv anokaiéoer, e§artiag wwv pvnpeiov tg nou odlo-
vtat og peydlo Uypog, eival évag tonog povadikde, nou Sunvd npwtdyvwpa ovvaiobipata otov
emokémm, o onojog, nepidiafaivovtag tov apyaiodoyikd ywpo, tadidever npaypaukd niow oto
xpovo, efepeuvaviag, avakaimtoviag, viobovtag éu nepnatd avapeoa otoug Servolig to§0Teg
kai nodep1otég Armrepaioug,.
Autd n aioBnon, autd 1o nvevpaukd wéidl, ogeidetar ev moAdoig kar oto efaipeuxd emotnpovikd €pyo Mmou €yel EMTEAEOE! T
tedeutala ypovia n KE' Egopeia [poiotopikov kar Khaoikodv Apyaiotitwy, €xoviag ouveyog oto mheupd g to Anpo Xoudag
kal mv [lepipépeia Kpamg. Or epyaoieq avddei§ng kai anokatdotaong pvnpeiov, oe ouvéuaopd pe ta onoudaiag onpaociag
EUPNPATA HOU €YEL PEPEL OTO PWG N APYAOAOYIKA OKAIIAvn, €xouv aAAd&el, ouolaotkd, T0 OUVOAO TG NEPIOYNC, AOKAAUIITO-
Vtag onpavukd tpipata me apyaiag Amépag.
®éon adianpaypdreutn tou Anpou Xotdag eivar du ta épya Ba npéner va ouveyiotolv pe toug i610ug pubpotc kat ta endpeva
Xpovia, wote va ohokinpwlel éva e§apeukng onpaciag moAvmeupo épyo. Eva épyo nou Ba oupPdier omv avadein g nok-
TOPIKAG pag tautdtntag kal, napdiinia Ba evioydoer g npoondbeieg mou o Anpog pag kataPdrder pe ouvéneia kal ouvéyela,
eni oelpd etv, yia avamuén pe yvopova tov avBpwno, 1o nepiPdiiov kat oV moAruopo.
Ye auul v nopeia npog 1o avplo, yia v anokdiuyn tou yoeg, pe otdyo v ovotacukn Pertiwon g nodtntag (wiig tou
ofipepa, o Anpog Xotdag Ba ouveyioer pe dAeg tou g Suvdpelg va owmpiler v e§aipetkn npoondbeia tng KE" Egopeiag [Tpoi-
otopik®v kai Khaoikadv Apyaiotitwv.
Mia npoondBeia, yiypata g onolag anokaijtovtal 0to ouykekpipévo kahaiodnto kar anokaiuukd éviuno yia mv Apyaia
Antépa. Eva évtuno mou eipar ofyoupog éu Ba mpokaiécer tov avayvaowm va emoke@del  onpavuxdtepn apyaia moéin wmg
Avuxng Kpnng,.
Na wm Ser and xovtd, va mv efepeuviioer, va ta&ibépel oto xpovo kal, gevyoviag, va my kpatoet oty kapSid tou, wg nodd-
upn napakatadnkn.
I'dvvng Ilepdxng
Anpapyog Zotudag



ne of the most important ancient city-states of Crete, Aptera, constitutes a unique area of
history, civilization and scientific interest.
The "little Pompeii of Crete", as it has been called, because of its monuments preserved so
high, Aptera is a unique place that has an unprecedented effect on the visitor, who, rambling
in the archaeological site, actually travels back in time, exploring, discovering and feeling that
he walks among the highly skilled Apteraian archers and warriors.
This impression, this spiritual journey is largely owed to the exceptional scientific work of the
25th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities during the past years, which was always
supported by the Municipality of Souda and the Region of Crete Authorities.
The works for the promotion and restoration of monuments, combined with the very important findings brought to
light by the archaeological pickax, have essentially changed the entire area, revealing important parts of ancient Aptera.
The Municipality of Souda is non-negotiable in its position that works must continue at the same pace in the years to
come, to complete a multifaceted work of exceptional importance.
A project that will contribute to the emergence of our cultural identity and at the same time will support the efforts for
development consistently and continuously pursued by our Municipality over a period of many years, having always the
human being, environment and civilization in mind.
In this journey towards the future, for the discovery of the past, aiming at the essential improvement of the quality of
life today, the Municipality of Souda will continue to support with all its strength the exceptional effort of the 25th
Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities.
An effort roughly sketched in this stylish and revealing book on Ancient Aptera. A book that will surely challenge readers
to visit the most important ancient city of Western Crete; see it from a close distance, explore it, travel in time, and

when leaving keep Ancient Aptera in their hearts as an invaluable legacy.

Giannis Perakis
Mayor of Souda
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uplapyog tou Aipaviod g Xoudag, n apyaia Arépa anotedel ofjiepa OV KAATTEPA OPYAVOHEVO
apyaiodoyiko6 ympo tou vopou Xaviwv. Bpioketar oe oyetkd kovuvi andotaon and ty idia ty ndéin
twv Xaviov kal péoa ot éva povadikd tomio me iong, pe 1 y1évi v Aeukav Opéwv va t oteqa-
VEOVEL TO YEHMOVA, TO KATAKOKKIVO TG HAnapoivag va tm Pagel aveSitia 1g naoyalivég pépeg kau
€vag Yelpappog eKTUPAOTKOU QmTOG VA TV KATAKU pIeUEl TOUG KAAOKAIPIVOUG pives. Aev efval tuyaio
nou oe autd 1o uyinedo yoptdloupe pali pe 1o Kévrpo Apyreextovikig tg Mecoyeiou tv auyou-
OuduKn MaveéANVo, KATayonteu pévol and my aypa Iou AOMVEEL O TONOG,
[Tave oe auuiv wv apyaia néAn, nou yapakwmpiCetal and noArd pvnpeia evivnmoiakoy vpoug, n apyaiordyog tg KE’
Egopeiag [Tpoiotopikav kar Khaoikodv Apyaiotitov kar ayamnpévn @iin k. Bavva Niviou-KivOeAn éyer okGper ta tedeu-
tala ypdvia pe neproon gpoviida, Eeywproti evaioctnola kar oUYKIVITUKA autandpvnon Kal enLyelpel va Qéper 0to PG ToV
nohruopd g Zrabepoi apwyoi omy aflobatpactn npoondBeid g, extég and o Ynoupyeio [oAruopot kar toug
avBpodnoug g KE” Egopeiag, eivar n [Tepipépeia Kpnng kar o Anpog 200dag. Movadiki 61é§0dog oty yevikeupévn
OIKOVOIKN QVEYELQ TV QVAOKAPIKOV EPEUVOV Kal Tav £pymv avddei§ng apyaioloyikov yopawv vnip&av ta Kowotka
[Tpoypdppara. And to 1999 kar e§1i¢ o ydpog g Amtépag Eépuye and ta nepropiopévng éktaong épya kabapiopou, ava-
OKAPIK®V TOPGOV KAl OTEpeoemV Kal apyd arrd otabepd avadeikvietar oe npwtedovia apyaioroyikd yopo oy Kpim.
‘Eva pixpd Sefypa tou Bavpactod apyatodoyikoy mroutou g Antépag kai tou jeydAou €pyou mou ekel ermteAeltal, amo-
tedel 10 napdv AeGkwpa, mou o Afipog Loudag efye v euaioBnoia va ompifel kar va ypnpatodotioer. Ogeidoupe euyvo-

pooUvI IIPOG TV OUYYPa@éad yia Ty OUVOAIKA poo@opd g Tov oo 100 avackagikd, 660 Kal ouyypagIkd.

Mapia Avpeabdkn-BraCdxkn
[pototapévn KE” Egopeiag [Ipoiotopikav

ka1 KAaoikav Apyaiotitwv



ominating Souda bay, ancient Aptera constitutes the best to date organised archaeological site of
the prefecture of Khania. It is located close enough to the city of Khania in a unique landscape -
crowned by the snowy in winter Lefka Ori, painted red by the poppies in Easter and floodlighted
by the brightest light in summer time. It is not by chance that we have chosen this highland to
celebrate together with the Centre of Mediterranean Architecture the August full-moon,
enchanted by the aura of the site.
During the last years, the archaeologist of the 25th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical
Antiquities and dear friend Mrs. Vanna Niniou-Kindeli has demonstrated great care, distinct sensibility and touching
self-denial in her attempt to bring to light the civilization of this ancient city, which is characterized by many monuments
of impressive altitude. Apart from the Ministry of Culture and the people of the 25th Ephorate, the Region of Crete and
the Municipality of Souda are those who provide constant aid to her remarkable effort. Sole outlets to the indiscriminate
economical indigence of the excavation researches and the projects that highlight archaeological sites have been the
Regional Programs of Crete. Since 1999, the site of Aptera has broken through the restricted works of clearing,
excavating and fixing and slowly but constantly is becoming a major archaeological site in Crete.
This album, kindly supported and sponsored by the Municipality of Souda, represents a small sample of the marvellous
archaeological wealth of Aptera and the great project that is being carried out there. We are grateful to the writer for all

she has offered to this site regarding both excavations and writings.

Maria Andreadaki-Vlazaki
Director, 25th Ephorate of Prehistoric
and Classical Antiquities
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1 60&aofeg yia v mpoéAeuon Tou OVOPATOg TG

néAng efvar moAXég. Emxpatéotepn paiveral exei-

vn nou 1o anodider oe avtiotoryo enibeto g Ap-

pbog: Aprepig Arrépa. Katd tov Iavoavia, o

dvopd tou édwoe oty néAn o pubikdg Paoctidg

v Aehgpdv [Ttépag i Arépag, o omnoiog éyuoe
10 Geltepo vad tou AndMwva otoug Aehpolg kal pépetal kal wg 16pu-
g g (Sn. [Trodoikog, dnwg avagépetal kat ota vopfopara).

O mio yonteuukdg piBog dpwg eival exefvog nou mapadidetar and to Xé-

¢pavo BuCdvuo (6og ar. 1.X.), odpgava pe tov onolo 1o dvopa mpoépye-

tar and 1o pubikd aydva nou éyive oto 26¢o petall v Mouooy ka
v Zelpivav. O1 Xelpniveg ntiBnkav, nétaav ta @repd ToUG -épervay
“arrepeg”- éytvav Aeukég kat émecav ot Bdhacoa. Ta Aeukd @repd toug
oynpduocay ta vhodkia 1ou k6Anou e 2oudag nou ovopdlovtal Aeukéc.
H apyaiétepn avagopd g Anrtépag, ouvavidra oug mvakideg g ypap-
pkig B ypagng g Kvwoou wg a-pa-ta-wa (140¢ — 1306 aidvag m.X.).
Apydrepa eppaviCerar o tinog mg Swpikig ypapic Amdpa, oUpgpova jie

T 61dekTo nou enikpatovoe oy Kpfitn kat autd anavtdrar kai ota vo-

11
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plopata. Katd woug ednvioukoig ypbvoug (tdog 4ou at. —
apyég lou ar. .X.) n ypagn Antépa ouvavtdrat kupimg extdg
Kpiitng, aAd kai oug entypapés, napdrdnla pe w Swpiki.

O1 apyalot yewypdgor 1 1otopixof nou avagpépovral otn Bé-
on ¢ néAng eivar moAdof. O Zxa§ (Sog ar. m.X.) avapé-
pet «apog Popéav O dvepov n Amrepaia yopar. O yewypd-
@og Z1pdfov (log ar. n.X. — log ar. p.X.) Siver tav andota-
ofi g -80 otdSia and v Enpd kai 40 and m Bdracoa- and

v Kubwvia (onpepivd Xavid). Axdpa o ITAiviog

(log ar. p.X.), o Atoviolog Kadigpdvtog (2og
a. p.X. «Amepalav Aeyopévnv v peco-
yela), o TTrodepaiog (2og ar. p.X.), avagpépo-
viar omy néAn kal o «Xradtaopds g Meyd-

Ang ®aXdoone» (épyo avédvupou ouyypagpéa)

Siver m yepoala andotach g and wv Ku-

Swvia.

O Taddg nepmynuig Cr. Buodelmondi
10 1415, tatuoe w Béon wmg Antépag pe

10 Apdvi e Mivoa (onpepivéd Mapd-

B1). O Fr. Basilicata to 1630, nepiéypaye ta

pvnpeia nou efbe («kuxhikd» Béarpo, pnidwtd

Sdnedo kA1), ywpic va mpoonabioe va ta tauti-

O€l 1€ OUYKeKpIpévn moAn.

Ané toug vedepoug nepinyntég o Tournefort o

1700, efye Statundoer tv dnogn éu n Amrépa mpé-

Aoyupd vopiouaza net va Ppioketar 010 owotd Adgo. Tedikd, npdrog

Arrépag.

Silver coins of Aptera.

o J. Pashley xatd wv nepiiynon tou omv Kpiitn 1o
1834, taitioe 0wotd T0 OUYKEKPIPEVO YDPO JiE TV T6-

fl An. Onowg ypdgel pe 1o yAagpupd tou Ggpog oto €pyo tou

«Ta&iia oty Kphitn, extdg and ta
otolyela Twv apyaiov yewypdpwv mou
tov obnynoav oty avalithon g oto
2690 autd, n avapopd Tou oVOpatdg
g (Amapaiov) ota nepioodtepa and
1a vopfopara nou tou £6woav ol pova-
ol katd m Stapovii tou oto povactipl
Kal og entypagés mou €ide exel, emfe-

Baiwoe v taiuon e,

i
E
:

Xalxoypapia rov Adpov tng
Amrépag and vo iflio:
Giuseppe Gerola, Monumenti
Venetti nell' isola di Creta,
vol.I, Venezia 1906.

Gravure of the hill of Aptera
[from the book: Giuseppe
Gerola, Monumenti Venetti
nell isola di Creta, vol.1,
Venezia 1906.



AP TERA

Among several beliefs about the origin of the

city’s name the prevailing one seems to be that

referring to the attribute of Artemis: Artemis

Aptera. According to Pausanias the mythic

The origin of the name — the identification of the city . king of Delphi Preras or Apteras gave his name
to the city; he was the one to build the second temple of Apollo at

Delphi and is also thought to be the city’s founder (namely Prolioi-

kos, as it is mentioned on the coins).

Tutpa and tny oxtpwon tng dviikiis nhevpds, dmov
anoxalvpdnke pia and vig pKpés mvdes tng moAng.
Part of the west fortification where one of the small

city's gates was discovered.

13
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Aprorepd: Xalxoypagia tov Adpov
tng Anrépag, ro 1612, and o
Lifrio: Giuseppe Gerola,
Monumenti Venetti nell' isola di
Creta, vol.I, Venezia 1906.

Right: Gravure of the hill of Aptera,
in 1612, from the book: Giuseppe
Gerola, Monumenti Venetti nell’
isola di Creta, vol.I, Venezia 1906.

Aeid: Xalxoypapia and vo fifflio
tov Dapper mov exdddnke zo 1688.
Left: Gravure from Dapper's book,
edited in 1688.

AVEN et VESTING van SVDY

TETTE oo ereemee e

Yet, the most charming myth is the one delivered by
Stefanos Byzantios (6th c. A.D.) according to which
the name derives from the mythic battle between the
Muses and the Sirens on the hill of Aptera. The defea-
ted Sirens threw their feathers, thus remaining feather-
less (“apteres”), became white and fell into the sea.
Their white feathers formed the islets of Souda Bay
called Leftkes (White).

The first occurrence of Aptera as a-pa-ta-wa is found in
the Linear B tablets of Knossos (14th-13th c. B.C.). The

Dorian name Aptara follows the prevailing dialect of



Crete, and it is the one appearing on the coins too. During the Hellenistic period (end of 4th c.
— beginning of Ist c. B.C.) the name Aptera occurs mainly outside Crete but also in the inscri-
ptions in parallel to the Dorian one.
There are many ancient geographers or historians who refer to the city’s location. Skylax (5th c.
B.C.) cites: “towards the north wind the land of Aptera”. Geographer Stravon (Ist c. B.C.-Ist c.
A.D.) estimates its distance from Kydonia (present day Khania) to 80 stadiums from land and 40
from sea. Yet, Pliny (Ist c. A.D.), Dionysios Kallifontos (2nd c. A.D. “so called
Aptera in the inland”), Prolemy (2nd c. A.D.) refer to the city and the “Sta-
diasmos of the Great Sea” (work of anonymous writer) estimates its terre-

strial distance from Kydonia.

In 1415 the Italian traveler Cr. Buodelmondi identified the specific area with
Aptera’s harbor Minoa (present day Marathi). In 1630 Fr. Basilicata describes
the monuments he saw (“round” theatre, mosaic floor, etc.) without trying to
identify it with a specific city.

Among recent travelers Tournefort in 1700 expressed the theory that Aptera
must be located on the correct hill.

Eventually J. Pashley was the first to identify correctly the specific
area with the city in 1834 when he visited it during his travels
in Crete. According to his vivid description in his work
“Travels in Crete”, apart from the evidence of the ancient ge-
ographers that led him to look for the city

on the specific hill, what also confir-  Zua0ppagicc ané o

med its identfication was the Pifrio: Robert Pashley.
Travels in Crete, vol. 1,

Amsterdam 1970.

XdAxwo xar Apyvpd
véuropa Anrépag.
Bronze and Silver coin

occurrence of its name (Apta-

raion) in most of the coins the

. o Wood /
of Aptera. monks gave to him and in inscri- ;h:t;;o::%lz:rg;ﬁ/z@
ptions he saw there. Travels in Crete, vol. 1,

Amsterdam 1970.
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apyaia Arrépa 16pU0nke oto yapnAd dpwpa [a-
Ai6kaotpo (uop.200p.), vedtepn ovopacia mou
opeldetar oty Ynapén tou toUpkikou kdotpou
otwa Bopetoavaroikd tou ydpou. To teiyog g,
piikoug 3.480p., meprpéyer o 106ne60 U Ad-
@ou, 1o onofo dpwg Gev katokiBnke 0AdkAnpo
oe kapud nmepiodo. O ténog napapéver povadikde yia m QUOLKA Tou Opop-
@14, kaBig ota Pdpeia Ppioketar o navépopog kdAog g Xovdag kai ota
véua n enPAnuki opooelpd wwv Aeukav Opéwv.
H orpamyikd Béon g ndng euvénoe v avdmmui we, diaitepa o ou-
YKeKpIpéveg epidboug, dnwg o 4og kat 3o¢ a. .X. Ta 6o Aipdvia g, n

Mivara (onpepivd MapdBr) kat n Kioa-

pog (petafy Kadapuot xar Kadu-
Bedv) omv eloodo tou puoikoy kOA-

O riovag e Ty er- nou, efaopdlay ™ Suvardtnta

Jpaprt -uiri0dei-
KING- avagpéper tny

tou edyyou owm Siakivhon Tou

’ / /
. gpnopiou. I'ia to Adyo autd yapa-
anootaon Tov P p Y X p

TVYKEKPIUEVOV
onpeiov Tov 0dikov

kwpiomke and tov 1otopikSd T
ZPopavo wg n mo epnopiki néAn
déova, orov omoto , ]
g Kprimng kar oug nepiéSoug ax-

PG TG, pia and ug mo 1oYUpEs.
Qg néAn — kpdrog eSouciale pe-

Poédnxe, mdaviss
and 1o dipdvi tng
Antéoag, Kioapo.

The inscribed
column -mile-index-
cites the distance of

y&An éktaon yng, mou mepleddp-

Bave moddolg aypoukolg oIkl

the specific spot of opoug. Tig nebivég extdoeig ota
she road axis, where véua kai avatohikd SiéoyiCe o
it was found, , o )
possibly from the notapédg [uktdg n [ukvédg (on-
harbor of Aptera, peptvog Kotudpne) perarpé-
Kissamos. '

|} 1ovtag  onpepivi mepioyn

ToU KApnou v Appévev kal tng
ko1AdSag tou Xtidou, oe edpopn
v yia ug kadiépyeies. Mepovopé-
VeG aypolkieg i aypotkol olkiopof
éyouv evtomotel oe Sidgopa on-
peia auig thg éktaong, aAMd kat oe
10 OpEIVA UPOATA, OImG OTa VO-
na o 26¢og Kegdda, endve and to
¥op16 Mayaipoi.

[TiBavd dpia g emkpdreiag eSouoiag
G, OIwG MPOKUIITOUY and UG Mnyég,
fitav ota Suukd ta eddpn g Kubw-
viag (onpepivd Xavid), véua mbavag ta ed6depn e Adrmag (onpepivi Apyu-
potmoAn) kai -katd tov 10topikd [Ttodepaio- avatodikd o Apénavov dkpov
(onpepvd akpwuipio Apdravo).

Tpdpata ou 0dikod Siktdou mou ouvéSeav v Amépa pie TG yertovikég
néeig—kpdmm, e§unnpetdviag ouyypdvas Kat v EMKOV®VIA Jie TOUG ev-
Sidpecoug olkiopoUg kat ug pikpdtepeg ndlels, evioniCovrar otadiakd. Me
1o Siktuo autd oyetiletar n Aeydpevn yépupa twv Pihinnwy, Sniadi n ap-
yaia yépupa nou Ppioketar kovtd oto ywpid Bploeg.

H edpeon tou pihiobeixtn g eixdvag (kiova nou tonofetodviay ota otau-
podpdpua yia va kateuBver toug S1afdreg kar va Siver mnpogopleg oyeu-
K4 pe g anootdoeig), @épel emypagi ot AAQUVIKA YADOOA KAl avagépel
10 dvopa tou avtokpdropa Tpdaiavoy. Me Bdon toug ouykekpipévoug ava-
pepdpevous trloug tou autokpdropa, ypovoroyibnke pe axpifeia oto
¢106 99/100 p.X. ITiBavétara Siver v andotacn autod wou onpeiou and
10 Aipdvi g Amrépag, Kioapo. YyetiCetai pe to Spdpo nou m ouvédee pe
T Adnmna (oUyypovn Apyupotnodn) kai anoteAoyoe THARA TOU €UpUTEPOU

oS0y Siktiou v nérewv tou Pdpelou dSova g Kprimg.

Aemropépera evds and

TOVS TIETU0US TOV NPdov.
H emypapnt avapéoer tov
noditn tng Anrépag Ipa-
loxo, yro rov Dilderaipov,
Tov 0mmoio n méAn tiunoe
perd ddvarov, mibavi yia
Kdmoia evepyeaia Tov
7p0¢ avriy.

Detail from one of the
pillar-bases of the heroon.
The inscription cites the

citizen of Aptera,
Praxiohos, the son of
Filetairos, whom the city
honored afier death,
perhaps for some public

donation.
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he ancient Aptera was founded on the low hill of

Paliokastro (200 m. high), a modern name de-
riving from the existence of the Turkish fortress in
the northeast of the site. The city’s wall, 3480 m.
long, encircles the flat area of the hill, which was
never entirely populated. The landscape is unique
for its natural beauty with the beautiful Souda Bay in the north and the
imposing mountain range of Lefka Ori in the south. The strategic loca-
tion of the city favored its development particularly in specific periods,
like the 4th and 3rd c. B.C. Its two harbors, Minoa (present day Ma-

rathi) and Kissamos (near present day Kalami or Kalyves), at the entran-
ce of the natural bay ensured the possibility to control trade. This is why
the historian G. Svoronos characterized Aptera as the most commercial
city of Crete and during its flourishing periods, one of the most
powerful.

As a city-state it dominated a large area of land including many rural
settlements. The river Pyktos or Pyknos (present day Koiliaris) crossed
the flat areas of land in the south and east turning the present day
lowland of Armenoi and the valley of Stylos into fertile land for

agriculture. Isolated cottages of rural settlements have been traced in



various parts of this area of land as well as in mountainous altitudes, li-
ke the hill Kefala in the south above the village of Mahairoi.

According to literary sources, the possible borders of its dominion were, in

the west the territory of Kydonia (present day Khania), in the south possi-
bly the territory of Lappa (present day Argyroupolis) and —according to hi-
storian Prolemy- in the east Drepanon end (present day cape Drapano).

Parts of the road network that linked Aptera with its neighbor city —
states, enabling at the same time the communication with interme-
diate settlements and smaller cities, are traced piece by piece. The so

— called bridge of Filippoi, i.e. the ancient bridge situated near the

village of Vrysses, is related to this network.

The finding of the milestone in the picture (a column placed in
crossroads to direct the passer-bys and to provide information on di-
stances) bears an inscription in Latin, citing the name of Emperor
Trajan. According to the specific titles of the emperor cited, the mi-
lestone has been accurately dated in the year 99/100 A.D. It possibly
estimates the distance of this spot from the harbor of Aptera, Kissa-
mos. It is related to the road that linked Aptera with Lappa (present
day Argyroupolis) and was part of the broader road network of the ci-

ties in the north axis of Crete.

O Adgpog tng Anrépag and ta
avarodixd, xovid arny exfo-
At vov [Tvkzod 7 [Tvxvod
notapo (onpy. Koididong).

The hill of Aptera from the
east, close the mouth of
Pyktos or Pyknou river
(present day Koiliaris river).
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AN TEP A]

Upgmva fe ta eupApata v avackapay, n {dpuon wg Amtépag oto
ouykekpipévo Moo tonobeteftal otn yewperpiki nmepiobo (8og al.
n.X.). Qg pla and ug onpavuxés ndleig g Kpritng énaiée ouyvd xa-
Bopiouxd pbdro ota 10topikd Spdpeva tou vnolol, aAld kar avérrtuée
T S1xil wg ewtepixi modruxi. Or mAnpogopieg pag avidolvrar kupi-
w6 and TG enypagég kat and ug oxetikd Alyeg rioloyiké paptuples,
a4 kat and ta ouvexds auEavopeva eUppATa TwV AVACKAPAOV.
Lipgava pe tov [Tavoavia, to 668 n.X. Amepaior to§dteg noAépnoayv oto meupd g Lndp-
g katd o B” Meoonviakd néddepo. Tov 5o ar m.X., akorouBdvrag m yevikdtepn modruki
g Kpitng, n Amtépa épeve apéroyn otoug modépoug evavtiov wv Hepodv, yopic dpag va
Srakopel TG pnoplkéG g oyéoelg pe v ABiva, dnwg npokUtel and UG e10aywyés attkig
Emtdubres oriides and rdpovs
00 300 - 200 a1, m.X. kepajukiig nou PpéBnke npdogara oug avackagéc.
Grave stele from tombs of the Tov 4o ardhva .X. dpyioe n nepiodog g peyaritepng akpic e, dnwg kar Sdwv v Adov
3rd - 2nd century B.C. ndrewv g Kpiitng. Or Amreepaio, Setvol to&oteg, efte embiboviav oe neipaukés embpopés
oto Atyaio —ouvnBiopévn Spacmpidmrta wv Kpntdv avul wv nepiodo- efte nodepotoay

wg poBogdpor oe Sidgpopeg neproyég extdg Kphng, gépvoviag moito otov tno toug. H

eloaywyh and toug enavanarpi(opevoug pioBopdpous g noAiupng npomg UAng, mou
fitav o dpyupog, £€61ve oty méAn w Suvardumta va kdpet ta Sikd te vopiopata kat
va avarrti&er €ror nepioocdtepo m Sk g ave§dpmm kar Suvapiki oikovopia.
Jitelnd e L Tnv eioaywyi tou apytpou enfong e§aopdiiCay o1 epnopikés ™G OYEEIG Pe T
. WMM‘FM"’ me  Afyumo kai v Kupivn, Ta nepiocétepa vopiopata aneikoviCouv ouvibmg oty
kUpla dyn t Bed Aptéuda kar oty niow dyn tov 16pUTA ™G néAng, pubiké Paci-
A4 v Aedpav, [Tépa it Amrépa, evedd dhdor winol tov AndAava, 1o Afa A v
Hpa kat mupod, péhooa it 168o.
O [Mottapyog pag mnpogopei 6t 1o 273 .X. o Amrepaiog Opucoog, oto mheupd v Aa-
kedaipoviov, okdtwoe oe pdyn tov [Trodepaio, yio tou Paciud g Hueipou [Toppo. Xrabe-

pd axodouBdviag m @rodakwviki nodruki n Amtépa, Ponbnoe  Zndpwm evavtiov v

Maxkebdvav oto Xpepawvideio ndlepo, 1o 267/6 n.X.



Or gpgpuior nédepior nou rdviCav to vnof katd wmy eAdnviou-

KA nepioSo kal kupiwg tov 30 kat 20 ardva .X., pe apoppn ug

eowteplkéq Siapdyes g Kvwood kat teg I'épruvog yia t yevi-
k6tepn nyepovia wmg Kpiitng, odnyotoav tv Amtépa, ouvitBwg pa-
(i pe v EletBepva, oe ouppayieg kuping tou otpatonéSou g
Kvwoou. Or addayég omv 1copponia v §Go meupdv katd

Sraotipata ennpedoviay and ug enepPdoets «wtepikdvy Su-
vapenv, Onwg n Xndptn kai n Maxebovia. Metd mv kataotpo-
@i g Avtou (mdAng g kevrpikiig Kpiitng) and toug Kvootoug to
220 n.X,, n Areépa, n Kubwvia kar n EdetBepva mohiopxiBnkav and ndleig

kot mov eixay anoredet

ws KTEplTpaTa g€ Thpovs Tou avukvwolakoy otpatonédou —IloAuppivia, Admma- pe t Porbeia tou Pactud
100 4ov ka1 3ov ar. n.X. , , , ., , ,
diimmou B’ kat tov Ayaidv kat avaykaoukd wybnkav oto otpatdnedo wg ['épruvoc,

Skyphoi placed as offerings inside

nou efye méov wa nvia tou vaoioy.
tombs of the 4th and 3rd c. B.C.

Tnv évtovn Spacmpidtnta g Amépag oy e§wrepixii ToArukn
HapTupolv ol Emypagés mou agopouv ouppayiec, mapoyi
aouMag oe néleig, tpnon moAdy AV Kpatodv Kal opl-
opé mpo&évav. ‘Erol, yia napdderypa, efye oupnepringBet
OtoV KatdAoyo v TpIdvia ndAewv o ouppdynoav pe to
Baotud wg Iepydpou Eupévn B’ 10 183 m.X., efye anoScr-
oe1 upég oto Paotud g BiBuviag Ipouoia B” (181-149
.X.) kat efye uprioet tov Artado B” (159-138 1.X.) tov
Tedeukibov pe v avéyepon ydAkivou aydipatdg tou
kar m S1afePaiwon yia mapoyh npoowikig aopd-

Aetag oe kaipd elphivig i noMépou ota eddpn g

karoync . Eiye opioer npoSévoug oe moArég néd-
2eig g Kpawmg (Kvwod, lepdnutva, Mdddg,
) ) ) ) ) ) [Tpiavod), addd xkai oy [Tedondvvnoo, ta vnoid tou
210epvieg aixués dopdrwy and ta orpduara wwy paxday orn

Svriicit mAevpd Tov Teixovs Kar Tov oxvpwparikd mipyo. Aiyaiou, mv nrelpoukn EM\46q, Mikpd Aofa, aképa

Tron spearheads from the battle layers on the west outer side of the wall. kat péypl tg aktég g ASpiaukig kai tov EAdomnovro.

Tutipa and mvdrio pe avi-
yAvgo mpdowno Mésovoag.

Part of plate with relief face
of Medousa.
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APTERA|

(8TH — 1st century B.C.)

ccording to the excavation finds Aptera was founded on

ANidva fora mov eixay
extolevdet and xaranélreg
Being one of the important cities of Crete it often played 7oV exdpov, brws amoxa-
Avmrovear otny avagkaph,
oTn ywvia Tov teixovs pe
developed its own foreign policy. Our informaton is 10V OXVpWHATIKG TT0YO.

the specific hill in the geometric period (8th c. B.C.).
a decisive role in the historic events of the island but also

drawn mainly from inscriptions and the relatively few li- Stone bullets fired by

catapults of the enemies,
as revealed in the
finds. In 668 B.C., according to Pausanias, the archers of Aptera fought on excavation layers.

terary testimonies, as well as from the continuously rising number of excavation

Sparta’s side during the second Messenian
war. In the 5th c. B.C,, following the general
policy of Crete, Aptera didn’t take part in the
wars against the Persians, without at the same
time breaking its commercial relations with
Athens judging from the imports of attic pot-
tery found in recent excavations.

The era of the city’s

Nibwva péraa wov greatest peak started on
elxay efcmfevﬂaz and the 4th ¢. B.C.,, as in-
Karamédres Tov
exdpov, bnwg ano- deed of all the other ci-
Kalvmroviar oTny .

, ties of Crete. The war-
avagrapts

riors of Aptera, who

Stone bullets fired ptera,
by catapults of the were awesome archers,

enemies, as revealed
in the excavation

layers.

were either engaging in

piratical raids in the




Aegean -a common activity of Cretans

during this period- or were fighting
as mercenaries in various places
ousside Crete bringing wealth
back to their country.
The import of silver,
a precious raw mate-
rial, by the repatriated
mercenaries gave the city the opportunity
to mint its own coins and therefore develop further its independent and
effective economy. Silver was also imported from Egypt and Cyrene
through trade. Most coins usually portray the goddess Artemis on
obverse and the founder of the city mythic king of Delphi Pteras or
Apteras on reverse, whereas other types portray Apollo, Zeus or Hera
and torch, bee or bow.
Plutarch informs us that in 273 B.C. Oryssos from Aptera, fighting on
Lacedaimonians’ side killed in a battle Prolemy, the son of the king of
Hepeiros, Pyrros. By constantly following the philo-Spartan policy
Aptera helped Sparta against the Macedonians in the war of Chremoni-
dis in 267/6 B.C.
The civil wars from which the island suffered during the Hellenistic period
and mainly in the 3rd and 2nd c. B.C., due to internal dispute between
Knossos and Gortyn for the general leadership of Crete, led Aptera, usual-
ly together with Eleutherna, to form alliances mainly on the side of Knos-
s0s. The changes in the balance of the two sides were at times affected by
the interventions of “external” forces, like Sparta and Macedonia. After the
destruction of Lyttos (city of central Crete) by the Knossians in 220 B.C,,
Aptera, Kydonia and Eleutherna were besieged by cities of the anti-Knos-
sian camp -Polyrrhenia, Lappa- with king’s Philip IT and the Achaians’ help

and were forced to join Gortyn’s camp, which was

now the dominant force in the island.
The intense activity of Aptera in relation to foreign po-
licy is obvious in inscriptions concerning alliances, offers

of immunity to cities, honoring of citizens from foreign sta-
tes and appointment of consuls. Thus, to mention a few
examples, it had been included in the list of the thirty citdes
that allied with the king of Pergamon Eumenes the II in 183
B.C.; it had honored the king of Bithynia Prousia the I in 180-
149 B.C.; and it had honored Attalos the IT (159-138 B.C.) by ere-
cting a bronze statue of him and assuring his personal safety during pe-
ace or war in its territory. It had appointed consuls in many cities of Cre- Subspéviec avués felddy and

orpdpara Ty paxdy, éw and
n Svrikrt nhevpd Tov teixovs.

te (Knossos, lerapytna, Malla, Priansos) but also in the Peloponnese, the

Aegean islands, mainland Greece, Asia Minor, even up to the Adriatic co-
Iron arrowheads from the

battle layers on the west ourer
side of the wall.

ast and Hellespont.

Molvpides. MoAdfova PArinara opevdovidy mov foédniay

oTa oTpdpara twv paxdy éw and o reixo.

Leaden sling shells found in the battle layers on the
outside of the wall.



(log arwvag m.X. — 190¢ p.X.)

pwpdiki katdkmon nou ohokinpcdOn-

Tuiipa and emypa-
1, XONTIHOTIONUEV N
npoodidpice ™ SiolknUKA opydvwon  wg omodoud vAucs
70 HovaoTrios, oy
TIAPAUEVEL XTITUEVN.

ke oe 6Ao 1o vnof 1o 67m.X., emava-

e Kphtng, mou yia éva Sidotnpa eved-
Y p

¥Onke oty iSia enapyia ou popaikoy
, - , Part of an
kpdroug pe v Kupnvaiki (kpdrog g inscription used as

building material
in the monastery,
vn, ob1iynoe doeg ndleig Gev efyav eykaradeipbef pe to hog g ed-  where it still
remains built.

B. Agpixic). H popaiki eipivn (pax romana), napdu emPefAnpé-

Anvioukig nepidSou, oe kavoupyla avBnon.

‘Erot ka1 n Amtépa, énwg anokaiimmouv owadiakd ta
avaocka@ikd euphpara, Suivuoe pua véa mepiodo axpic
tov 1o — 20 a.. p.X. H ypnion wv vopuopdrwv g Ku-

Swviag, avtl v Sikav g konmv, Snmvel du Atav Stot-

kukd vnotaypévn oe avtiv. [apbdra autd n Spactpid-
mta omy opydvwon e néAng oe peyda Snpdola épya
efvar pavepn. O1 peyddeg SeSapevés ou pogodotovoay
ta avtdotorya 20utpd, ypovoroynpéva oe QUTAV Thv 1e-
ploSo, Sefyvouv pia néAn pe apketd mnBuopd.

210 npo, kovtd omv eicobo g néAng, ol emypagés
avagépovtal oty dpnon noArcv g Arépag, mou pe

K4Io1o Tpdro my eugpyétnoay. 2o peyalOIpené TapL-




K6 pvnpefo efye eviagiaote! (edyog, Tou onofou Bpébnke n pappdpivn poto-
1, ypovodoynpévi oto ¥Aog tou lou at p.X. Avtiotoryn eixdva Sivouv kat
o1 Aaeutof Badapwrof Wgot tou Sutkoy vekpotageiou g néAnG.
Avtifeta, tov 30 aidva katd tov onofo dikeg ndleic, dnwg n Kudwvia
1 n Kioapog, Bplokovtar oe axpi, n Amtépa napouotdCer otadiaxi ma-
pakpn, n omnoia épyetal OpICUKA [ TOV KATAGTPOPIKO OEIGPS ToU 365
p.X., and tov onofo efye mhnyel 0AdkAnpo 1o vnod.

Ané toug nepinyntég avagépetat n tnap&n wneidwroy Sanédou kdtw and
1o ekkAnodxt tou Ayiou Iodvvn tou Oeoddyou. [péner va npdkertal yia
[adaoypiouaviki Baotxd. H katofknon tg néAng, ouppikvopévn min-
Buoptakd mdéov petd o oetopd, ouveyiCetar xar ota Bulavuvd ypdvia,
oOTE AQvaéPOVTAl ENIOKONO! AI KeL.

O endpevog, eficou 103UpdG oe1opds, Tou 7ou at. p.X. oApave Ty opiot-
KA eykat@enpi e wg noAng,

H povii tou Ayiou Iodvvn tou @eodyou aviike omv idiokmoia g avt-

I
Rt Ly W Dt
g s e e

otoixng Movig g [Tdtpou péypr m Sekaetia tou 1960. H nalibtepn
yparrul avagopd nou Stabétoupie oyetkd pe auuly, eivat oto ypovikd tou
Antonio Trivan to 1182, nou pag Sivel v mnpogopia éu o Ioadkiog
Kopvnvde, gedyovtag and v Kpiwm, é6woe kuioeig kat gpéouda otn po-
vii. Onwg @aiverar and ta Sedopéva tou yopou, 1 povil yia Ty Kata-
okeul g onolag éyel ypnoiponomnBei apketd oodopikd vAikd and ta
apyaia xtipia, ydotnke oe kevpixd ywpo g apyaiag néAng, fowg tv ap-
yaia ayopd. Katd to 160 at. to A. tpiipa tou epItelylopévou yopou Atav
EYKATAAEAEIPEVO, €Ve) Oto undloiro ot povayol karepyoioav botpia
kat Snpntpiakd, anodibovrag é0oba om povi [Tdrpou. Or kadhiépyeiég
ToUG mpokdreoav apketég Cnpiég ota apyaia ktipia, eve) moAAd apyaia eu-
pipata Ppébnkav and e oto ewtepikd.

To kdorpo, nou Pploketar oo Popeioavatodixd dkpo Tou Ydpou, olkoSopi-
Bnke and wug Tolproug kataktntég w 1866-1869, oe éva eupitepo mpd-

Ypappa avolkoSopnong k4otpav yia ty ndraln me kpnukig enavaotaong,

01 Amoyn ng povii rov Ayiov
lwdvvn rov Ocoddyov.

View of the monastery of St, John
the Theologian.

02 Turipa tng e106dov tov evég
and ta rapikd pvnueia, Sinda
070 NPdio, s anokalvpdnke
Kard 115 gpyacies rov 2000,
TIP1Y ATI6 TNY AVATKAPTE TOV.

Part of the entrance of one of
the funerary monuments, prior
to its excavation, as revealed in
the year 2000.
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STOR

(1st century B.C. — 19th A.D.)

Enypapi and vo npdov, xpnopo-
nompévn wg andit népa oe tdpo
100 Gov awdva u.X. H méin tng
Anzépag ovoudGer ripwa vov Asui-
Ao Xapidnpo, moldizn tng mov
Tiunoe pe avrd Tov Tpomo.

Inscription from the heroon, used as
a plain stone in a tomb of the 6th
c. A. D. The city of Aptera named
as a hero Aimilios Kharidemos, a
citizen whom it wished to honor.

he roman occupation that was established in all parts of the island in 67 B.C. redefi-
ned the administrative system of Crete, which for a certain period was incorporated
in the same province of the roman domain with Cyrenaica (a North African state).
The roman peace (pax romana), though compulsory, led the cities that had not be-
en abandoned with the end of the Hellenistic period, into a new development.
Likewise Aptera, as the excavation finds reveal step by step, experienced a
new period of peak during the 1st-2nd c. A.D. The usage of the coins of
Kydonia instead of its own minting indicates that Aptera was under its ad-
ministrative control. Nonetheless the intense activity in organizing the ci-
ty is obvious in the big public works.

The big cisterns, which supplied the respective baths, dated in this period, in-
dicate a well-populated city. The inscriptions in the heroon (war memorial),
near the city gate, refer to the honoring of citizens of Aptera who in some way
benefited the city. A couple, whose marble bust was found and is dated in the

end of Ist c. A.D., was buried in the magnificent funerary monument. The



chiseled chamber tombs of the west cemetery of the city give similar im pression.
On the contrary in the 3rd century, during which other cities like Kydonia or
Kissamos flourish, Aptera undergoes a gradual decline that is completed with
the disastrous earthquake of 365 A.D., which affected the whole of the island.
Travelers mention a mosaic floor below the chapel of St. John the Theolo-
gian. It must be an early-Christian Basilica. The city continued to be inha-
bited, though with a shrunken population after the
carthquake, into the Byzantine period during which
bishops are known to have originated from there.

The next equally powerful earthquake of the 7th c.
A.D. marked its abandonment as a city.

The monastery of St. John the Theologian be-

longed to the property of the respective mona-

stery of Patmos until the 1960s. The earliest re-

port we have on it is found in the chronicle of

Antonio Trivan in 1182, which informs us that Isaakios Komnenos, upon

his departure from Crete gave possessions and feuds to the monastery.
Judging from the data of the area the monastery for the construction of
which a considerable amount of building material from the ancient buil-
dings had been used, was built in a central part of the an-

cient city, maybe in the ancient agora.

During the 16th c. the enclosed with walls eastern part
of the area was abandoned, whereas in the rest (of the en-
closed area) the monks cultivated legumes and cereals
giving the income to the monastery of Patmos. Their
cultivation caused considerable destruction to the ancient buildings,

whereas many ancient finds were taken abroad.
The fortress, which is located in the northeast utmost of the site, was
constructed by the Turkish conquerors in 1866-1869 as part of a broader

fortification program in order to crush the Cretan revolution.

01 Amoyn suriparos powpai-
xov Aovipod.
View of roman bath.

02 TpixAitn delapevii and
a fope1odvriid.
Three-parted cistern from
the north-west.

03 Pwpaixd dnpudoo xripio.
Roman public building.
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Uikwpog vads Tov S0v ardbva 1.X., mov apodiderar arny Apréuida xaz vov Andliwva.
Two-parted temple of the 5th century B:.C, usually attributed to Artemis and Apollo.
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evipikil Bedtnta v Amrepaiov Bewpeftal n Aptejig, n onofa arel-

koviCetal ot kUpia Gyn 600 S1aPOPEUKDOV TIIWY APYU PV VORLI-

opdtwv ou 4ou kat 3ou aidva 1.X. Lipgova pe emypagi tou 3ou

—2ou at. .X., nou éyet Ppebel omv Amtépa, Sie§dyoviav aydveg katd

10 piva Aiktivvaio, Snabn priva agiepwpévo om Aiktuvva, nakidte-

pn ovopaoia g Aptépdog nou oyetiCetar e161kd e  Aatpeia g omyv

Kpiin. To 1ep6 tng e§dhou avagépetat oe ouppayia tg {diag nepi66ou kat oty enmypapn pe my
onofa avavedvetal n aouAa pe v néAn Téw g Mikpag Aoiag, to 170 n.X., énwg ou-

vnBiCetar pe ta kevipikd 1epd v néAewv ot OGvapn CNPAVUKOV OUHPOVIOV.

O pikpdg Siywpog vade, 1o Aeyopevo «Oipepég 1epdy, Tou
: Sou at. .X., mou avéokapav ot I'eppavol wg xata-
kntég 1o 1942, éyel anodobel oty Aptépuda kat
tov aderpd g AndMava, o omoiog emiong
aneikoviCetar oe apyupd vopiopata tou 2o0u

7 7 z
adva 1.X. Mia aképa 1616, pe ITidva Juparripa xkar Avxvos pe
Kéoara aplovias, avrikeiyeva mov
HTI0POVY va ovoXeTIo00VY pE TN
7 /2 / , -
ki emypagn eival n EeiBuia, 6n- Aazpeia tng Toidos.

v onoia avagépetal oe avabnpau-

2abi n mpootduda Tou TOKETOU.

To 1862 kat 0 1864 0 Téhog M. Clay incense-burners and lamp with

horns of consecration, objects that

could be related to the worship of Isis.
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Nopiopara tng Anréoas mov
amexoviCovy, xard oelpd, To
Aia, tnv Apréuida, tny Hpa

xat rov Anéllawva.

Coins of Aptera that
represent Jupiter, Artemis

(Diana), Hera, Apollo.

Wescher, pédog téte g I'adikig Apyaiodoyikig XyoAic,
avéokae 1O AeyOpEVO «Tofyo TV Emypapovy», éva tofyo
Snabni pe emypagés ou 3ou kat 20u adva m.X., pe Uug
onoieg n Artépa anédibe upég 1 pile npo&évoug oe dkeg
nédelg pe ug omofeg eiye moArukég oyéoeic. To XermrépPpro

tou 1878 0 B. Haussolier emoxépbnke to yopo, aviéypaye,
peAétnoe kai Snpooieuoe TG emypagés, mou akdpa pag Sivouv

Siagpwuoukd otoryeia yia my 1otopia g ndéing. Or emypagés

efyav 16n yaOei 1o 1899, dtav emoképOnkav v ndéin o1 Itadof

nepinyntég Luigi Savignoni kar Gaetano de Sanctis

OU KATEYpapav ouotNpatkd TG apyad-

e g Kpatng.

Avtiotoiya napadefypata ofywv jie on-

PAVUKEG emypagég mou  anoterovy

Powpaird
midava TPAPA TOU KEVIPIKOU VAOU OUVAVIW-
Ovpmarriora. , , ,

parp vial kal 0e AMeg mdAelG. XUpgava pie
Roman clay ug neptypagés tou Haussolier, o
mcense- , , ,
burners. «TOIXOQ v 8H1YPG.(P(1)V» Tpener va

Bpiokérav kovtd otov nalidtepo, ju-

kpo Siywpo vad kai va oyeulotav pe tov Kevipikd vad, mou mpérer va
anobobel oy Aprépuba. Awore, otov 1610 ywpo éxouv Ppebel otoryeia
Aatpeiag 16n and tov 8o adva m.X. kat pie pia ouvéyela nou @rdvel pé-
xpt ov 70 aiwva p.X.

Y Aarpeia g Adpntpag kar g [epoegdvng éyer anodmoer o Xtu-
Aavég AdeEiou, o pikpd vad tou lou at. X, nou avéokape t 1958.
Eniong o1 I'eppavol avaokageic eiyav anodooer oto Aidvuoco, pukpd
vad nou efyav evionioer kovtd oto Béatpo. To yAurtd g Bedg Yyeiag,
nou Ppioketar oto Mouoeio Xaviov kai tou Beol AokAnmoy oto
EBviké Apyaiodoyiké Mouoeio Ba prnopodoav va onpaivouv w Aa-
Tpefa ToUG, WG Kal n anelkévion ota vopiopata, ou Eppn kar g
"Hpag, ywpig 6pwg nepioodtepa otoryeia akopa.

[Tpdopatn avackagn pag €6woe v mnpogopia éu omy Amépa Aa-
tpeudtav n Eotia kar o Alag, mou aneikoviletal kai ota vopioparta. Té-
Aog eupnpata wou vekpotageiou tautiCovar pe t Aatpeia g Toidog,
g Bedg nou otoug ednvicukoug ypévoug npbe and v Avaroid ka
ypiyopa 61ad60nke oty eAAnviouki kai  popaiki emkpdrela, xa-
B efye oyéon pe ta Paoikd (ntipata te (wig tou avBpomou: m yév-

vnon, T yovipdtnta kai to Bdvaro.
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Turipa ;t.sj/a'/iov. KEVIPIKOY
vaov xai nepifolov. 2ro
pddog Sraxpiverar n opooerpd

= 1wy Aevkay Opéwy.

Pzz.;’_t of big central temple
and. its enclosire. In the
background the mountains

range of Lefka Ori.



Powpaind
Hapudorvo
dyalpa
Yyeiag.

Roman
marble statue
of goddess
Health.

ReLIGION

he central deity of Aptera is considered to be Artemis, who is

portrayed on the main side of two different types of silver coins
of the 4th and 3rd century B.C. According to an inscription
of the 3rd -2nd c. B.C. found in Aptera certain races were
held during the month of Diktynnaios, i.e. the month dedi-
cated to Diktynna, a former name of Artemis which is speci-
fically related to her worship in Crete. Moreover her sanctuary is mentioned in an al-
liance of the same period as well as in the inscription through which the immunity with
the city of Teo in Asia Minor is being renewed, in 170 B.C., as was the practice regarding
the central sanctuaries of the cities in the conclusion of important agreements.
The small two-room temple, the so-called “double-parted sanctuary” of the 5th c. B.C., which the Ger-
man conquerors excavated in 1942, has been attributed to Artemis and her brother Apollo, also por-
trayed on silver coins of the 2nd century B.C. In front of the temple there is a simple altar consisting
of rectangular slabs, the surface of which has been whitened by fire. An enclosure cuts off the area of the
temple in the east. The beginning of a paved road, which might have been leading to other sanctuaries

of the city, has been revealed towards the southeast.

Apyvpd vépropa
Antépag pe tny
aneikdvion ing

Aprénidos.

Silver coin of Aptera
depicting Artemis.

In 1862 and 1864 the French M. Wescher, member at the time of the French Archaeological School, excavated the so-cal-

led “wall of the inscriptions”, i.e. a wall bearing inscriptions of the 3rd and 2nd century B.C., by which Aptera was honoring

certain people or appointing consuls in other cities with which it maintained political relations. In September of the year 1878

B. Haussolier visited the site and copied, studied and published the inscriptions that still provide enlightening information on

the history of the city. The inscriptions were already gone by 1899 when the Italian travelers Luigi Savignoni and Gaetano de



Sanctis visited the city and systematically recorded the antquities of Crete. Similar
examples of walls bearing im portant inscriptions that form part of the central temple
are found in other cites, too. According to Haussolier’s descriptions, the “wall of the
inscriptions” must have been located near the earlier, small double-parted temple and
must have been related to the central temple, which should be attributed to Artemis.
Besides, in the same area traces of worship have been found already by the 8th
century B.C., which continue well into the 7th century A.D. Another attribute assi-
gned to Artemis, by which she is cited in a votive inscription, is Eileithyia, i.e. the pa-
tron of childbirth.

Stylianos Alexiou has attributed the small temple of the Ist ¢. B.C., which he excava-
ted in 1958, to the worship of Demeter and Persephone. Likewise, the German ex-

cavators had attributed to Dionysos a small tem ple they had

traced near the theatre.

A sculpture of Dionysos has recently been found,

dating in the period of the roman occupation.
The sculpture of goddess Thygei’s (Health)
and other of Asclepius could point at their
worship, as well as the depiction on the coins
of Hermes and Hera, though without

further data.

Recent excavations gave us the information

that both Estia and Zeus, also portrayed on the

coins, were worshiped in Aptera. Finally, certain finds

from the cemetery are identified with the worship of
IThAwo Sioxdpoppo miaxi-
010 pe avdylvpn yvvaikeia

popgit mov oxeriGerar pe - Hellenistic period and whose worship was soon spread
Aazpeia tng Toido.

Isis, the goddess who came from the East during the

throughout the Hellenistic and Roman dominion, sin-

Disc-shaped clay tablet with
embossed female figure,
related to the worship of Isis. birth, fertﬂity and death.

ce it was related to the essential issues of people’s lives:

Avdylvpog mivaxag and
nndé. Boédnxe oe yvvaixeio
wdgo Tov Avrikov vexpora-
peiov. B’ uioov rov lov
awiva I1.X. - A’ poov lov
ardva M.X.

Relief clay plaque found in a
female tomb of the west
cemetery. Second half of Ist
C.B.C. - first half of Ist
CA.C
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AN TEPA|

16 ta Atyootd ototyeia nou Stabétou-

pe péyp1 Wpa, gaiverar du n Amtépa

akolouBnoe ta apyitektovikd npdtu-

na wg eAnvioukig mepidboou nou

ouvavtovial ota viold tou Atyaiou

kai ug noAelg g Mikpdg Aofag. H

pepixd avaokappévn oikia mou PaoiCetar ota mpdtuna

autd, Siabérer pia eowtepiki nepiotuAn avdi - aibpio,

Mixpd pappdpivo ylvmrd v onofa nepiPdiler npunaibpiog ydpog, oteyacpévog
Agppodizng mov fpédnxe

oty avdi tng orxiag. pe kepapibia. Or kioveg, @ Swpikd

Sinall marble Sfulpmre Of KIOVOKpava xkal ta Un&p@upa,

Aphrodite (Venus),
Jfound in the yard of

the residence

nou (pépouv ta onpddia erm-
OKeuNg, efval meopéva and oel-
opd, eved ta kepapiSia efvar neopé-
va oe aMenddhndeg oTpdOEL TOU
otpapatog kataotpong. Ilpémer
va mpoKertal yid 1o oelopd ou 365
p.X. mou émAn&e 6An v Kpiitn kat mv Kdnpo. Méoa otnv avi Bpé-
Onke pixpd pappdpivo yiumd wg Agppoditng, kepdt tou Eppi and
otiAn, vopiopata kai midiva ayyeia Ka@npsplvﬁg xpnong,.
['6pw and autolg toug ywpous avarrtiooovial @ Swpduad Tou onmoy
kat pla axépa avli, omv onoia undpyet o¥pva, nou tpogodoteitar and
HIKPOUG aywyous curoyic v dpfpiwv ubdtwy. Almka wg umipye Abi-
vn Aekdvn, eved péoa ot oépva Ppébnke axépaiog nihivog kddoe, fowg and
v eleutaia gopd nou aviifnke vepd. Lty iSia avhi PpéBnxke puxpd Aibivo
edawotpifeio yia mv e§unmpémon v owkiakoy avaykov. H oikia, mou ypovoloyeitar otoug
npatoUg Ypdvoug g pwpatokpatiag (¥hog lou — apyés lou ai p.X.) efye unootel pkpég pe-
TAOKEUEG oty Gotepn apyatdTnTa. 2UG EMYMOOELS TV dwpatiov, ektdg and wa onaopéva mili-

va ayyela kaBnpepvig ypriong (yUtpeg, ovoydeg, kimera, mvdkia k.A11.) kai ta vopiopata, Bpé-

Mia and g xeprideg rov
Jedzpov, dnwg anoxalv-
@Onke xard vig epyavies
Kadapiopod.

One of the theater seats as
revealed during the
cleaning works.



Bnkav o1depévia e§apuipara and ndpreg kar napdBupa i and dia Sdva péow TV oteywv, Swpdtov, albplov, auddv kA1

avuxkefpeva nou éyouv anavBpakwbel pe toug aidve, 2 Snpédoia (i tv apyaiev nérewv, onpavukd pélo

H anouoia mnynig vepol endve oto Adgo, eiye avaykdoer toug Katoi- efye ndvrote 1o Béarpo. v apyaia Amtépa, o Béatpo ei-
Koug g Amtépag va kataokeudlouv otépveg kar Sefapevég, pkpé VAl KATAOKEUAoPEVO ¢ KoIAdTITa, otd vaua tou Yhpou
yia T orkiakil ¥pAon Kal peyaAdTepes yia TG VEVIKOTEPES Ael- kal Afya pérpa avatohikétepa and v napandve oIkia.

Toupviec The mOANG, €101 MOTE va ekpetaiieiovial GO NIo- Tuhpa tv kevipikdv Sialwndtov éyel kataotpagel ot ve-
pY P B pop p P X p

potoav nepioodtepo 1o vepd g Ppoyic. 'Hon oe Sidgpo- dtepn enoyn, and kapivi yia my napayoyi aoPéotn. To u-

pa onpela U Yopou, £YOUV eVIOMIOTEL, YwpiG va éxel yi- kpO Tpipa ou éyel anokaduBel wg wpa, Sefyver du eiye Ai-
Vel avaokagn, pikpég otépveg kai SeSapevég mou OnAm- Biveg kepxibe, mpookiivio kal oknvil, kataokeuaopéva and peydreg Alo-
vouv Ty napén v avtiotolywy oMoy, t onola efyav miivBoug. H avaokapn tou gaivetar 6u Ba avadeiler éva and w

oyebraotel pe m @povtiba g ouroyig ou Ppdyivou vepou onpavukd pvnpeia tg ndAng,

H devreon avii tng
oxiag, pe tn orépva.

The second yard of the

house, with the cistern.
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rom the few data available to date it seems that Aptera followed

the architectural standards of the Hellenistic period found in
the islands of the Aegean and the cities of Asia Minor. The par-
tly excavarted residence based on these standards has an indoor
peristyle yard-atrium surrounded by a semi-outdoor area roo-
fed with tiles. The columns, Dorian capitals and lintels that bear signs of repai-
ring were fallen during the earthquake, whereas the tiles were fallen in succes-
sive levels of the destruction. It must have been the earthquake of 365 A.D.,
which hit the whole of Crete and Cyprus.
A small marble sculpture of Aphrodite (Venus), a head of Hermes from a stele,
coins and pottery of everyday use were found inside the yard. The rooms of the
house as well as one more yard, with a well supplied by small ducts for gathering
the rainwater, are organized around these areas. Near the well there was a stone
basin, whereas a whole bucket made of clay was found inside it, probably remai-
ned there from the last time water was drawn out of the well. A small, stone olive
press for domestic needs was found in the same yard.
The residence, which is dated in the first years of the roman occupation (end
of Ist c. B.C. — beginning of 1st c. A.D.), was slightly modified in the late

antiquity. Inside the rooms under the layers of earth apart from broken potte-

03

ry of everyday use (pots, oinochoe, cups, plates etc.) and coins, were found iron
parts from doors and windows or from other wooden objects dissolved during
the successive centuries.

The absence of water sources on the hill had forced the inhabitants of Aptera to
construct wells and cisterns, small ones for domestic use and bigger ones for the
more general needs of the city, so that they could make as much as possible use
of the rain water. Small wells and cisterns have already been traced, without
being excavated, in various parts of the site indicating the existence of the respe-
ctive houses, which were designed so that they could gather the rain water in the
best possible way through roofs, terraces, atriums, yards etc.

The theatre always played an important role in the public life of the ancient citi-
es. In the ancient Aptera the theatre is built in a cavity at the south of the site, a
few meters away of the above residence towards the east. Part of the main passa-
geways (“diazomata”) was destroyed in the recent tmes by a kiln designed to
produce lime. 19th century travelers, who had seen it in a better condition, provi-
de the following dimensions: maximum size of concave (“koilon”), 55 m. and
diameter of the orchestra, 18 m. The small part that has been uncovered so far
indicates that it had stone seats, foreground and stage made of big stones. It se-

ems that its excavation will unveil one of the important monuments of the city.

01-02 Sryprdrona wng
avaTKaQris Tng oixiag, oe
Cwypapicti anddoon and
0 fperavé Lwypdgpo Tony
Watts, ro 1994.
Snapshots of the
excavation of the
residence painted by the
British painter Tony
Watts.

03 Skapipnpa - avama-
pdoaon ng mepiorvAng
avliis, and Tov apxiréxio-
va Nixo Xar{ndixn.
Sketch - representation
of the peristyle yard by
the architect Nikos
Chatzidakes.
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A NN TEP A

Q eV nolakdtepa, pépl 1pa, pvnpeia oto ywpo eivar o1 Se§a-
pevég vepoU Kataokeuaopéves katd tyv nepiodo mg popaiokpa-
tag, éyoviag evowpatmoet fowg kdrnota nalibtepn pop@ii e ed-
Anvioukig nepiéSou. H pia, Ayo pikpdrepn and mv din (sow-
tepikéq Sraotdoeig: 17y25p.) éxel tpia kAitn mou yowpiCovar pe-
i toug and peydroug neooovs. Eival ev péper daSeupévn oto
Bpdyo kai to undlomo pipa g efvar kuoto. Ta toryopata égouv evioyubel, eowtepi-
k4 k1 e§wtepid, pe éva enf méov tofyo and mivBoug kai koviapa kat tehikd oAdkAnpn
n SeSapevit efvar emiyplopévn eowtepikd pe mayy uSpavAikd koviapa adtanépacto and

/ o ’ ’ ’ ’ /
TO VEPO. H opopn gival GO)X(DIH Kal 10wGg va O(PSI}\SICU O€ EMIoKEUN NG HSPIOSOU Ael-

Toupylag tou povaomploy, enoyh kard wy onola pdAhov avofytnke n onpepivii npdofa-

on 010 £0WTEPIKS ™G, npokelpévou va ypnotponoinfel wg anobikn. Autd n petarponi
KatoTpewe A e okdag ou Eekivoioe and my opognh kar katAnye otov mubpé-

H Seéapevii oe oxripa I, eéwrepicd
Kai Kard Ti§ oyacies anoxwpudrwong
eowrepiKd.

The gamma-shaped cistern from outside
and inside and during the works.
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va, pévn npdoPaon yia wv kaBapiopd wg SeSapeviig oe kdnolo didotapa tou
kadokaipioy o Ba fitav ddeia. H yopnukdmtd g éyer unodoyiotef ota 2.900
kuPikd pérpa. H ouloyi tou vepol v Bpoyxcv yivdtav and avolypata tng
opo@ig kai and SiKTuo aywydy mou 1o petégepay and ug noiudpiBpeg opveg
e néAnG.

H &@An Gefapevi, o oxipa I, efvar peyaddtepn (Siaotdoelg pey@ou okédouc:
55,801, pkpou: 34,20p. xa mdrog: 25.) kat ywpdet nepinou 3.050 kuPikd pérpa
vepou. H opopi g Sev Siampeftar, adAd ritav eniong Bolwul. Eivar kataokeua-
opévn pe tov {610 Tpdno pe v napandve, ahhd enetdi o oyipa efval Siapopetko,
évag evOidpeoog e Bonbovoe omv ouipiEn e opogic kat évag papdic toi-
¥0G pefwve m SYvapn ou Snpuoupyotoe n nifeon tou vepou, dtav fitav yepdtn. Exef
unipye kai n okdha yia v kaBapiopd we, tuiipa g onolag odletal akdpa. Lo
YOPO ToU aywyol anopponc, o mubpévag g Ppioketar oe fabitepo eninedo npo-
keipévou va kabi(dvel to vepd and  Adonn ou priopef va petéqepe. H Gelapevi,
nou Atav oyedov wAelwg yepdmn pe yopara kat nétpes, anoyopatmbnke 1o 1999,
katd ug epyaoieg tou B” Kowoukot [Thasfou Zuipi§ng (ITEIT Kpitne).

O1 860 SeSapevég ypnofpeuav kupiwg yia my tpogodooia twv aviiotowy Aou-
v, ou Pplokoviar Popetdrepa oe yapnidrepo eninedo. Ta doutpd, pali pe
g Sebapevée, npéner va fitav ta peyaditepa Snpdota épya nou karackeudotn-
Kkav katd mv nepiodo g popaiokpatiag omy Amtépa. Xto éva and ta Svo Ppé-
Bnke unépBupo pe entypagn nou avagépet 1 dvopa Aovkiog Aapnddic, iowg
kdnolou Swpnui yia v avéyeport tou. Ta tedeutaia ypdvia, kard ug epyaoieg
nou ypnpatodouiBnkav ané to ITEIT Kphng - Evponaixé Tapeio Tlepigpepeia-
kg Avdrmuéng, avaokdgtnkav kai otepedfnkav oplopévor and Toug YHpougs
ka1 tv S0 doutpdv nou Siatnpodviar oe oAU peydo Gypog. Xe avibeon pe
autd ou ouvnbiStay ota avtiotorya Ktipia, o kavéva and TOUG avaoKajé-
voug ywpoug dev éxel Ppebel pnpidwtd SdneSo. Mévo kdnoia «Botoaiwtd» kat
unolefppata pappapoBetnpdrwy, Sndadi emotpdoewv pe pappdpiva makidia,

IOU VIOYUOUV Tl YpOVOAGYNON TG KATAOKEU G TV AOUTP@Y OTOUG IPAIHOUG

xpovoue g popatokpatiag (log ar. p.X.). A to xtipio nou avuotolyel otnv
tpikArm Se§apevi arokaiipbnkav Svo mépuyeg tou Beppot doutpod, evd n
ouvéyion g avaokapnig Ha anokadUyel kai Toug ¥OPOUG Tou YAIApoU Kal Tou
PuypoU. Ze opiopévoug ard Toug YOpoug éxouv kataotpagel ta Sdneda, ahAd
Siatnpovvrar o1 mivBivor kukAikof kioviokol ou ta ouykpatodoav, To AeyOpevo
ovotnpa v undkauotou Sniadil, péow tou onolou kukogopoioe o (eotdg aé-
pag kat o onofog mpogpydray and 1o ywpo kajong EGAwv (pracfurnium). And ta
6dneda, mou fitav kataokeuaopéva pe etpdymveg miivBoug, Koviapa ka enfotpw-
on pe pappdpiveg mdkeg, o aépag Sioyeteudtav otoug Simoug Beppavépevoug
tofyouc. I'ia mv kadtepn Siatipnon e Beppoxpaciag o1 népreg Arav Sirkéc,
Atopixof 2outipeg yia Beppoé 1 kpto doutpd Siatnpoiviar oe AANOUG YHPOUG, pe
OUOTAPATA OWANVEOOE®Y YIA TV EI6POL KAl TV Qnoppoii Tou vepou.

To doutpd nou avuotoryel om peyaritepn Se€apevi, éyel avaokagel Aiyotepo,

aM\d Siatnpel neploodtepoug xbpoug oe oAU peydlo Gpoc.

Awida rov Aovzpov
TIETUEYN aTid TOV
KATaorpoQiko

oewoud ov 365 p.X.

Arch of the bath
Jallen by the
destructive

earthquake
0f 365 A. D.




CISTERNS

o far the most impressive monu-
ments in the site are the water ci-
sterns, which were constructed
during the period of the roman
occupation — and that perhaps in-
corporated an earlier form of the
Hellenistic period. The one of them, slightly smaller
than the other one (interior dimensions: 17x25m.),
has three aisles divided by big pillars. Part of it is cut
on the rock and the rest is built. An additional wall
made of bricks and plaster has reinforced the walls
internally and externally and eventually the whole ci-
stern is internally coated with a thick hydraulic wa-
terproof plaster. The roof is vaulted perhaps due to a
repair during the period in which the monastery was
operating - a period in which the present access to
the cistern’s interior was probably made in order to
use it as a storage place. This alteration destroyed
part of the staircase leading from the bottom — sole

access for the cleaning of the cistern sometime in the

01-02. O xdpog rov Jeppov Aovpor
Je ToVS K1oviokovs mmov vropdoralay
Ta ddneda kar o kAifavos mov xara-
oKeVATTNKE APYOTEPA.

The room of the bath with the
columns, which supported the floor
and the kiln, which was constructed in
a later stage.



summer when it would be empty. Its capacity has been estimated to 2900
cubic meters. The rainwater was gathered through openings on the roof and
through numerous cisterns of the city via a network of ducts.

The other cistern, which is gamma — shaped, is bigger (big leg’s dimensions:
55.80m, small one’s: 34,20m. and width: 25m.) and takes approximately
3050 cubic meters of water. Its roof is not preserved but it was also vaulted.
[t is constructed in the same way with the above, yet, because of its different
shape, an intermediate pillar helped support the roof and a wide wall reduced
the force created by the water pressure, when the cistern was full. This is whe-
re the staircase for it’s cleaning was placed, part of which is preserved dill the
present day. In the place of the outflow duct, the cistern’s bottom is deeper
so that the mud, which the water might be carrying, could be deposited. The
cistern, which was nearly full of soil and rocks, was cleaned in 1999 during
the works financed by the Regional Operational Program of Crete — Euro-
pean Regional Development Fund. @
The two cisterns were mainly used for supplying
the respective baths located northerly on a lower
level. A lintel with an inscription citing the name
Loukios Lampadis, perhaps a donator for its
construction, was found in one of the two baths.
In the past few years some of the rooms of the
baths, which are presented in great altitude, have
been excavated and consolidated. Contrary to the
common practice in respective buildings, no mo-
saic floor has been founding any of the excavated
areas, just some “pebble-floor” and traces of mar-
ble inlays, which reinforce the dating of the
construction of the baths in the early years of the

roman occupation (Ist A.D.).

Two wings of the hot bath of the building corresponding to the tree-
parted cistern have been revealed, whereas the continuation of the ex-
cavation will also reveal the rooms of the warm and cold bath. The flo-
ors in some of the rooms have been destroyed but the round small
columns made of brick, which supported them are preserved, i.e. the so-
called system of hypocaust through which the hot air, coming from the
room of the burning of woods (pracfurnium), circulated. From the flo-
ors, which were made of square bricks, plaster and coating with marble
slabs, the air was channeled to the double warmer walls. The baths had
double doors to keep the temperature stable. Private bathtubs for hot or
cold bath respectively are preserved in other rooms with systems of tubes
for the inflow and outflow of the water.

The bath corresponding to the bigger cistern has been excavated less but it

preserves more rooms in great altitude.

1) Tpixdnn delapevii
Three - parted cistern

2) Zwypapii anddoon
g 1pixding delapeviic
and 1o fperavé (wypdpo
Tony Watts.

Painting of the three -
parted cistern from the
British painter Tony
Watts.
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o tefyog g Arépag, ouvoAikou prikoug 3.4804., meprtpéyer 0AOKANPO To 1661E50 TOU AdPOoU,
endve otov omofo eiye 15pubel n néAn. I'ia npdn @opd, katd ug epyaoieg nou ypnpatodoti-
Bnkav and to ITEIT Kpritng - Evpwnaixé Tapeio [epipepeiaxng Avarmruéng anéd to 2003 éag
10 20006, kaBapiomke 610 6GvoA6 tou kai Snpioupyndnke povondu eniokepng. Onwg éxouv

Seier o1 avaokagég, kataokeudotke Alyo mpiv and wa péoa tou 4ou ardva m.X. H duukd kai
vouoSuukn tou meupd eival nepioodTeEPO EMPEANPEVIG KATAOKEUAG, KATA TO AeyOpEVO Weu-
Soiobdopo ovopa. AnoteAeitar dSnhadin and peydroug opboymdvioug Aifoug oe aviconayeig oelpéq pe KapmiAn
ewtepiki emdvela. Xe tpapara meg vouag kai e avatoAkig mheu pdg éyouv evoopatwbel o1 guoikoi Ppd-
XOl, V&) O€ THAPAta ¢ avatoAkAg kat otn Popeia mheupd ot AlBor eivar moAuywvIKof.
H dpuva tou teiyoug elye evioyuBei and pia oeipd oyupwpaukov nipywv. O évag and autoig anokaripinke oe mpd-
ogpareg epyaoieg tou tefyouc. ‘Exer opBoydvia kdroyn kar efvar kataokevaopévog and moAd mo kard Sou-

Jepéveg opBoydvieg étpec, pie EAeI0UG appoUg, €10l wote va e§aopaiiCetal oo yivetal kaltepa n avto-

Xt tou oug embéoeic. Xy idia mheupd, o1 mpdopateg epyaoies anokdiuyay pia and ug pIkpég miAeg —u- ITi)wa eiidaa ayopicy
and o vrdyeio tapiké
ASa- g ndAng, Ye kdnota ypoviki nepiodo, petd toug eAnviouxkols xpévoug, n miAn efye katapynbef pe /471/7 n;a,g noyeto Tap
éva pdypa ano mETpeg Tou Tefyoug.
Y , , vy & / A kD . 5 Clay figurines of boys from
Uppova pe ug paptupleg v nepmyntov mou efyav Sei ta pvnpeia oe mody kaAitepn katdotaon Si- the underground fimerary
monument.

4 v 7 4 ’ 7. 4 4 /. v v 7
atipnong, n kUpia eloodog g néAng Pprokdrav Afya pétpa Popeidtepa, peta&l SGo nipywv, ol omoi-
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o1 evroniCovtal efkoa kar ofipepa. Mehhovkég avaokagpés Ba mpémel

va my anokaAuyouy.

Mia &An niAn Bpioketar om Popeia meupd, yvoout and nald jie 1
v 4 7 ’ 7 ’

Tonwvu o «Z1depondpur. Alatnpeital oe apketd Gpog, jie peyadeg povo-

ABikég étpeg otg apaotddeg kal MAAkOoTp@To GpOpo ou OUVESEE TV

n6An pe mbavég eyKatactdoelg, OIKIGHOUG il Kal T Apdvi g

v Kioapo. AXn pia eloobog ota vouoavatoikd e§umn-
PETOUOE TV EMKOIV@VIA [IE TOV €U(POPO KAPIO KAl Yevi-
kbtepa pe 1o 0d1KS Siktuo.

"E&w and m Suuki oytpwon, éxer Bpebel n apyi tou Su-

TKOU VEKpOTageiou g ndAng, o mhakdotpwtog SpoHog

nou odnyel pog v KevipikA miAn kat npco tou lou —2ou ardva p.X.

[Tpokertar yia BdBpa pe emypagés mou avagépoviar oe Apweg, dSnradn
noAfteg tg nou n Amrépa nBede va upfocel, yiat yia kanoto Adyo fitav
onpavuxof yia avtiv. Tpipata arty wv BdBpwv kar mbavérara kai
ta ay@pata nou Oa eiyav avaptnbel exel, kataotpdgnkav ard 1oug ypi-
ouavikoug tWapoug tou Gou kat 7ou aidva p.X. Mou Kataokeud-
omkav otov {610 ywpo.

O1 npdogareg epyaoieg dimha —pog ta véua- oto npoo ei-
yav eviunwolakd anoterdéopata. Kat apyiv aro-
kaAU@Bnkav  aAendnleg otpmoelg oykoABwv

TOU TElYOUG HEOEVEG OE OEIPEG and TOUG OEICHOUG,
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o1 onofeg enavatonofetifnkav, oto fabpd nou autd frav Suvatd, avaouvBéto-
viag oe pey@o Uyog 1o tefyos. Kdww and toug oykoAiBoug arokaripbnkav td-
o1, AAAG KAl T4 OTPOHATA TV HAYOV TV EAANVIOUKOV YpOVaV, Pe TOAU 1110
évtovn mukvota oty e0peon Ommv KOVId 0Tov OYUpwpatikd mipyo.
Ta 600 éwg wpa tagikd pvnpeia — pavowleia nou ouvdéovtal pe o npwo &i-
val Ta 1o eVIUTIDolakd eupnpata oto yopo. Kuopéva to éva dima oto dho,
Siatnpolv movolo apyrtektovikd uAikd and mv avodopn tou kupiou. O -
110G ToU VG, OTO o110io aviike kai 1o noptpaito tou Cedyoug nou Ppébnke Oi-
mAa kai mpérel va efye eviagiaotel ekel, evidooetal apyITEKTOVIKA OTOUG YV~
’ 7/ 7/ /.
otoU¢ Tinou¢ Tou Aoug tou lou aiwva p.X.
To Settepo eivar mpatpdrepo kai Srabéter undyeio tagixkd Bapo eEapeuxd empeAn-
pévng kataokeung. Ané ug tagég, nou mpénel va efyav ouinBel katd m ypiouaviki me-
’ 7 7 ’ ’ 4
plodo, efyav anopeivel pepixd ayyela kar eibmAia.

Y véua meupd tou nipyou, anokaAigbnkav tagég veoyévvntwv Ppegov g

nep1660U KATAOKeU NG Tou Tefyoug, SnAadi Afyo petd ta péoa tou 4ou aidva m.X.

H edpeon rov pappdprvov
noprpatrov peralt npdov

Kat tagikov uynueiov, and tov
apxvexvizn MixdAn Aepdxn

The finding of the marble
portrait between the heroon
and the funerary monument.
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he wall of Aptera, 3480 m. long, goes round the who-

T T T

le flat area of the hill on which the city was founded.

During the works financed by the Regional Operatio-

nal Program of Crete — European Regional Develop-

ment Fund (2003 — 20006) it was totally cleaned for the

first time and a pathway for the visitors was created. As

indicated by the excavations, the wall was constructed in the beginning of the
second half of the 4th century B.C. Its west and southwest sides are more ca-
refully constructed, following the so-called pseudo-isodomic system. That is,
it consists of big rectangular stones in rows of different thickness with a curved
outer surface. The natural rocks have been incorporated in parts of the south
and east sides. In part of the east and the north side the stones are

more rough and polygonal.

The defense of the wall was enforced by a series of fortification
towers. One of them was revealed during the
recent works on the wall. It has a rectangular

ground plan and it is made of much better for-

med rectangular stones with perfect joints, so that the



O xadapiopds oxederov
veoyévvnzov Fpépovs tov
4ov ardva n.X., and

10V apxiTeEXViTN

Tidvvn Muwodxn

Cleaning the skeleton of
the newly-born baby, 4th
cent. B.C.

resistance against the attacks would be ensured in the best possible way.

On the same side, the recent works revealed one of the small city gates.
Sometime after the Hellenistic period the gate had been closed with a
mound of stones from the wall. According to the description of the
travelers who had seen the monuments in a much better state of preserva-
tion, the main entrance of the city was located a few meters away towards
the north, between the towers, which are still easily detected. In future

excavations we should be able to reveal it.

Another gate is located on the north side, which was known since earlier -

mes as “Sideroporti”. It is preserved in a considered height and has big mo-
nolithic stones in its jambs and a paved road, which linked the city with pos-
sible habitations, settlements or even with its harbor Kissamos.

Another entrance in the southeast helped to reach the fertile lowland and
the network of roads.

Ovutside the west fortification have been found the beginning of the west ce-

metery of the city, the paved road leading to the central gate and a heroon of



the Ist -2nd century
A.D. Concerning the
heroon, it is about pe-
destals with inscriptions
referring to heroes, ie.
citizens whom Aptera
wished to honor be-

cause somehow they

were important to the

city. Parts of these pe-

destals and probably also the statues, which were set

stian era, some pottery and figurines have remained.
Graves of newborn babies from the period of the wall’s construction, i.e. the
beginning of the second half of the 4th century B.C., were revealed on the

southern side of the tower.

MoAvpides. Modibdiva
PAriuara opevéovidy,
nov fpédnxay ova ompdd-
paza Ty paxdy éw
and vo reixog. Aviylvpa
anodideral 0 KePAvvig.

Leadlen sling shells
Jfound in the battle
layers, ourside of the
wall. In relief a

up there, were destroyed by the tombs of the 6th and
7th centuries A.D. constructed in the same area.

The recent works near — towards the south of — the he-
roon produced exciting results. First of all successive
layers of boulders from the wall, fallen in rows by the
earthquakes, were revealed and put back in their posi-

tions, as far as this was possible, thus reconstructing the

hunder. .
thunder. wall to a great height.

Tombs and the battle layers of the Hellenistic period, with the majority of we-
apons found near the fortification tower, were revealed below the boulders.

The most impressive finds on the site are the two, as yet, funerary-mauso-
leum monuments, which are linked with the heroon. Built the one next to
the other, they preserve a great amount of architectural material from the
upper part of the building. The type of one of them, in which the portrait
of the couple was found nearby and must have been buried there, belonged,
is one of the familiar architectural types of the end of the 1st century A.D.
The second is earlier and has an extremely well made underground burial

chamber. From the graves, which had been looted possibly during the Chri-

01 Enavaromodétnon
TUTHATOS TNG TTAPATTd-
dag tng midng.

Part of the gate's jamb
being put in its original
position.

02 Avérxcvon oykodi-
dwv yra tny enavavomo-
Oérnott Tovs oo TElXOS.
Pulling up boulders in
order to place them
back on the wall.
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NEKPOTADEIA

Arrtépa eiye SGo vekpotageia: to vouoava-

tohikd kal 0 Suukd. To mpdro Sev éyet

epeuvnBel kaBdlou, addd efvar edkoda

opaul ouotada apketv wdpav pe Odhapo

Aaeupévo oto Bpdyo. Eyouv cuinBel ot

katd o napeABdv, dyvwoto oe noia nepio-
S0, aAd n apyrektoviki toug Sefyvel du mpéner va ypovoroynboliv
owmv nepiodo tng popaiokpatiac. Bpiokovtar moAy xovtd owmv avti-
otoryn —vouoavatoMki- £6060 kai 1o §pdpo e ndAng. Avtibera to
Sutikd vekpotagpeio éyel epeuvnbel apketd, kupiwg péow v owou-
kov avaokapav g KE Egopeiac, kabodg to peydlo tpipa wg
éktaong tou ou pnirtet pie v oikiopd [Thakdwva, mou dpyioe va oi-
kodopeftai 1o 190 aidva ka1 otov onofo n okodopiki Spactnpidn-
ta ouveyiCetal éwg ofpepa. AUCTU@G Kal oty mePImTmon auti,
dpeon ouvénela ftav n oUANON fi KATAGTPOPN TV TAPWY OTO NApeA-
B6v nou o éAeyyog Sev fitav opyavwpévog,.

To xupidtepo tpnpa tou vekpotageiou Ppioketal otn voua mheupd tou

oikiopoy, mbavétata yiati o @uoikdg Bpdyog eivar mo oupnayng kai
emtpérel v kaAUtepn Ad&evon. Yndpyouv dpwe kai MUKVEG ou-
otddeg katd 6noue, npog ta Pépeia. Kipio xpruipio yia m
xpovordynon v tdpav eival ta krepiopata (avuxeipe-
VA [OU AQIEP@VOVIAV OTOUG VEKPOUG yia t petabavd-
na (i toug), aAd kai n apyrtektoviki touc. ‘Eror efpa-
ote oe Béon va yvwpiloupe du tdgor Sev efvar opyavopé-
vol 0g 0UOTadeg Katd YpovoroyIKEG mepIGOOUG, ard Ppioko-

g
i

VIQl 0¢ OUYKeRUpévn ypovoroyikn Sidraén, oupgpmva pe tug avd- J
YKEG TG ekpetdMeuong tou uaikoy Bpdyou oe kdbe mepima- |
on. I
O1 apyaidtepot o, ot onofot ypovoroyolv kai T {Gpuon tng

Arrépag oto 26¢o autd, avikouv ot YemPETpIKA mepiodo kat ouyke-

ITiAwvn xovdovvi-

kpipéva otov 8o aiwva r.X. O vexpdg eviagialdtav ouvinbuwg péoa oe feov
o1pa ano rapo

peydio nibo, o onoiog tonobetovvtav avtiotorya oe Aaleuti unodoya. Boépovg.
Ekel, é§w and tov nibo, efyav tonobemnOel kar ta kepiopata, ouvn :

e, é§w and tov nibo, efyav tonoBemnBel ka1 ta kepiopara, ouvibwg Clay rastle from a
anAd niAiva ayyeia. baby's tomb.



Krepiopara, dnwg
Boédnxay orov
wd@o.

Offerings as they
were found in the
tomb.

Yug nep16doug nou akorouBnoav, Sniadi v apyaiki, v KAaol-

KA kal v eMnviouki (7og — log aidvag m.X.), 0 ouyvotepog ti-
110G tdgou efvar o armhdg dakkoeldng, dSnradnn opBoycviog Adkkog,
Aa&eupévog oto QuUOIKS parakd PBpdyo, o papyaikd aoPeotdiifo
(xowvii S1dAexto KOUOKOUPAG), KaAuppévog ouvibwg pe Aerrtég Af-
Biveg mAdkec. Luyypdvag dpag anavidrar kat o Aeyopevog kifwud-
oynpog, 6nxadn opboydviog, kataokeuaopévog and nayiég karo-

Soudepéveg MAdKeg YA T TOIXOPATA Kal yia ty KGuyn.

O1 mo npdyelpol oty KATaokeu 1, MOV TOUG OUVAVTAjE KAl TOUG end-
HEVOUG AIVEG efval o1 AeYOPEVOL KEpapOOKETIELG 1t kaAu Biteg, ou aro-
Tedouvial and miAveg kepapideg otepewpéveg €0l dote va dnpioup-
YoUV 10 arapaitnto kevé yia v kduyn tou vekpoy. Eivar ouvinBuwg
01 TdQPO1 TV PTYOTEPWV TAEEDV.

Toug aidveg g popatokpatiag (67 m.X. — 4og p.X.) o kupiapyog ap-
YITEKTOVIKOG TTog taou efval o undyelog 2ageutd oto uoikd Ppd-
yo. [pdkertar yia undyeto Barapo, AaSeupévo oto Bpdyo, otov onoio
odnyel okdAa. Tnv eicobo kAeiver Aibivn népra. Ta nepioodtepa oe
ap1Bpé eupnpara efvar ta ayyeia kar o1 Agyvor. Bpiokovia dpog kar mi-
Awva eiddia, koopfpata, vopiopata k.a. H onpavukérepn katnyopia
eupnpatog efvat o1 enrtUpPieg emypagég mou pag Sivouv tmy mnpogo-
pla y1a ta ovépata wv noArdv g apyaiag Arrtépag kai pia mpog pia
ouvBétouv v apyaia npocwnoypagia g ndéAng.

Zuyvo elvar 1o paivopevo g avackapig ouAnpévev dgmy, mou
¢otw kai av Pplokoviar adeto1, mapéyouv ypnoipol otolyeia yia v

avaocyotach g YevIKOTEPNG OPYAvVmONG TOU VEKPOTAPEIOU.

TTidwo e1dcddro
1avpov, KIEp1opa oe
yvvaikeia Ta@it Tov
ﬁf pao0V tov 1ov a.
m X - al pod rov
lovar p. X

Clay figurine of a
bull, offering to a
woman's burial.
Second half of 15t
¢. B. C. - first half
of the Ist c. A. D.



IThAwa ayyeia kar Aixvor drapdpwy
71Ep1600wY, and 1o Svrikd vekpoTapelo.

Clay vases and lamps of different
chronological periods, found at the

west cemete;j/.
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CEMETERIES

ptera had two cemeteries: the
southeast and the west one. The for-
mer has not at all been uncovered,
yet a group of several rock —cut
chamber tombs can be easily traced.
They all have been looted in the
past, during an unspecified period, but their architecture
indicates that they should be dated in the period of ro-
man occupation. They are located very close to the respe-
ctive —southeast- entrance and the road of the city.
On the contrary, the west cemetery has been fairly rese-
arched mainly through the rescue excavations of the
Ephorate, since its biggest part coincides with the settle-
ment of Plakalona, which began to be built in the 19th
century till the present day. Unfortunately in this case al-
so the immediate consequence was the looting or
destruction of the tombs in the past, when the archaeolo-
gical sites were not well safeguarded.
The main part of the cemetery is located in the south set-

tlement, probably because the natural rock is more solid




Turpa dalduov vrd-
ye1ov daevrov tdpov
THG PWHALOKPATIAS
(log -20¢ ar. p. X. ).

Part of an
underground
chamber roman tomb
(Ist - 2nd A. D.).

there and can thus be better chiseled. Yet, dense groups of tombs exist
scattered towards the north. The main criterion for the dating of the
tombs is the offerings to the dead as well as their architecture. Thereby we
know that the tombs are not grouped according to chronological periods
but are arranged in indistinct chronological order, according to whatever
use they needed the natural rock for.

The earliest tombs, which provide the da-
te for the founding of Aptera on this hill,
belong to the geometric period and speci-
fically to the 8th century B.C. The dead
were usually buried in a large pithos. The
offerings —usually plain pottery- were also
placed there, outside the pithos.

In the following periods, i.e. the Archaic,

Classic and Hellenistic ones (7th — Ist century B.C.), the most common
type of tomb is the simple pit — grave, i.. a rectangular pit chiseled on the
natural smooth rock, usually covered with thin stone slabs. Yet, at the sa-
me time is also common the rectangular tomb made of thick well made
slabs for the walls and the cover.

Those with the roughest construction, which appear also in the following
centuries, are the so-called roof-tiled ones, which consist of clay tiles set in
away to form the necessary space for the dead. They are usually the tombs
of the poorest class.

During the centuries of the roman occupation (67 B.C.- 4th c. A.D.)
the dominant architectural type of tomb is an underground one, chi-
seled on the natural rock. It is a rock-cut chamber, approached by a
staircase. A stone doorway shuts the entrance. The majority of finds
are pottery and lamps. But common finds are also the clay figurines,
jewellery, coins etc.

The most important category of finds are the inscriptions placed on
tombs, which inform us of the names of ancient Aptera’s citizens and one
by one compose the ancient portrait of the city. A common phenome-
non is the excavation of looted tombs that, even though found empty,

provide useful data for the general organization of the cemetery.

Ouoiwpa orridovs
Effigy breast
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Apyvpés nepdves, krepiopara oe tdgpo
mov fpédnxe To 1958.

Silver pins, offerings in a tomb found
in 1958.
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YneuBuvol

NwvioU KivdeAn Bdvva -
ApxatoAdyoq
XplotodouAdkog IMévvng -
ApxLtektovag

[evikog epyodnyog
Mnutadkng Mavvng
Apxutexvitng

Xnuikdg Zuvinphtpla
Névn MapaBeAdkn
ApxatoAdyol

'kalh Aplddvn

["oUAa EAévn

Apdoou EAsuBeplia
MaBlouddkn EAévn
Tlavakdkn Katepiva
MoAttkdg Mnxavikog
Xat¢nddkn EAgévn
ApxLtektovag
Xat€iddkng Nikog
Tonoypdgocg
Auyyepidou XpuooUAa

YXeOlAO0TEC

ZoUNGKN XTEN
Koukoutaodkng Kwatag
MaAa&lavaxkn ABnvd
YUVINPNTEG

Kaytaddkn Awa
Mwxadoyidvvng HAlag
Mnouvtpoyldvvn ApaAia
WiANGkn Anuntpa
DUAIKEG apXaloTATWY
KeAaidng Nikoc
Maotpaviwvakng Mwpyog
Texviteq - Eldikeupévol
epydteg

Ahugavtng Atoviong
AAugavtng MoAuxpdvng
Awvitodkng Mdvvng
AtoaAdkng Kuptdkog
Baywwvdkng Nikog
Mwpyakdkng Mavvng
KapapavwAng Kuptdkog
Katolyapdkng Mavvng

KeAaidn Bdow

Neddkng MevéAaog
Ae@dkng MixdAng
AoutlakAng Bavaong
Mavatdkng IMévwng
MiyAdkng Bodwpnc
Mnutadkng MixdAng
Manaddkng Enapevavoag
MoAuxpovdkng MavoAng
Yyoupdkng Kwotag
Xn@dkng Eutixng
YloUtng Xpnatog
YTuAlavakdkng Mavog
Tpaitépog Nikog
Wapouddkng Nikog
Ddwrtoypdpoq

HAWGoNg HAlag
Metagpdoelg

kalh Aplddvn -
ApxatoAdyoq



